
Data visualization tools for 
nutrition: Empowering 
decision-makers to 
accelerate progress 



Outline of the Session: 
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Time Topic

12:15-12:25 Introduction and session objectives

12:25-12:40 Presentation on data visualization tools for nutrition

12:40-1:20 Panelist discussion

1:20-1:45 Questions from the audience



Objectives of the session

• Build awareness on the landscape of global data 
visualization tools (DVTs) for nutrition

• Discuss how DVTs in nutrition do or could better 
support decision makers globally and in country
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Data visualization 
tools for nutrition

Results for Development



Presentation Outline: 

1. What is data visualization and why should we care?

2. How do data visualization tools contribute to the nutrition 
landscape??

3. What do we know about user needs and practice?
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What is data visualization and 
why should we care?
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Why visualize data?
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▪Data are more persuasive as graphs 
compared to tables.

▪Human brains more rapidly process visuals 
compared to text.

▪Data visualization tools are useful for 
decision-making, advocacy, and 
communication.

Evergreen, Stephanie DH. Effective Data Visualization: The Right Chart for the Right Data. SAGE Publications, 2016.



The visualization of data should provide the most 
important information for the decisions we need to make

8

, with speed as the central and most visible indicator, with speed as the central and most visible indicator
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DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS – DO NOT CIRCULATE

There are Different types of DVTs

Dashboard Scorecard Index Profile



N O T E S
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Different types of 
tools for different 
goals (1/3)

DVTs: Promote accountability: 
Scorecards & indices



N O T E S

Different types of 
tools for different 
goals (2/3)
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Management decisions & actions: 
dashboards & scorecards

DVTs:



N O T E S
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Different types of 
tools for different 
goals (3/3)

DVTs: Provide information: 
profiles
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How do data visualization 
tools contribute to the 
nutrition landscape?
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A three step approach was used to identify & ultimately
select 22 DVTs from a pool of 32 DVTs

Step I: Scope

Step II: Identification

DVTs that display nutrition data were selected for the review

DVTs were identified through a combination of desk review (via 
internet search) and partner recommendations

Only publicly accessible, global, and active DVTs were included 
in the review

Step III: Selection
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There’s a growing number of DVTs in 
nutrition – 22 of them

Key finding #1



Key finding #1: 
There is a growing number of global 
data visualization tools in nutrition – 22 of them 

The State of Food Security
and Nutrition in the World

16

SDG Index and 
Dashboards Report
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Singular Multiple

Country 
Profiles

Country Dashboards

Key finding #1:

There’s a mix of topics DVTs cover – singular or multiple



Key finding #1:

DVTs have different goals

The State of Food Security
and Nutrition in the World

Interactive Dashboard

Country 
Profiles

Country Dashboards

Country Scorecards

SDG Index and 
Dashboards Report

Accountability
Planning, Implementation, 

& Monitoring
Overlap
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Dashboards
9

By Typology

Scorecards
4

Indices
6

Profiles
10

By Visualization
14

8 7

Bar Graphs Maps Tables

By Production Frequency
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2

DVTs refreshed annually

DVTs refreshed in 2-3 years

14 DVTs have had launches since June 2017

By # of Indicators Reported

Min Max

1 150

Median

11 33

Average

Key finding #1:

Other facts about existing DVTs



Countdown to 2030 
(n=28)
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SUN MEAL (n=71)

GNR Country Profiles (n=41)

WHO NLiS (n=33)
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33

25

UNICEF State of the World’s 
Children (n=19)

22

14

13

13

Key finding #1:

There’s significant overlap across DVTs that display nutrition data



The growing number of tools covering 
similar domains and using different 
methodologies may lead to mixed 
messages  

Key finding #2
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Key finding #2

The proliferation of global data visualization tools in nutrition 
may lead to mixed messages among users
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The broader the theory of change, the 
less clear the decision you're trying to 
influence

Key finding #3
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Key finding #3

The broader the theory of change, the less clear the 
decision you’re trying to influence 
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Audience

Goals

Government

Nutrition Policies

Donors & 

governments

Financing for 

nutrition

Healthy diets

Companies Governments & 

development partners

Progress towards 

global goals

Targeted theory of change Broadly defined theory of change



DVTs don’t have enough actionable 
indicators to drive decision-making in 
nutrition

Key finding #4
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How are global data 
visualization tools used?



Online survey results 1

Most commonly used global data visualization tools
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World’s Children
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57%

39% 36% 36%

N = 177

% of global stakeholders using tools
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33

Trend data does not exist / 
is not easily accessible so I 
am not clear on progress

49

Data is not available at 
the geographical level I 
need (i.e., subnational)

37

77%

39

Data is often out-of-date so I 
cannot use data to make 

decisions as frequently as I’d like

39

34

82%

N = 196

Online survey results 2

Challenges in accessing and using data

% of global stakeholders experiencing challenge Sometimes Frequently



Next steps on the DVT landscaping at the global and 
country levels
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Conduct “use case 
assessment”– a targeted 
set of consultations on 
data use, challenges, and 
needs

Conduct country case 
studies (e.g., India) to 
complement the global 
level review

Continue to disseminate 
our work



Thank you!



Dr. Chris Isokpunwu

Dr. Ferew Lemma 

Dr. Ruhul Amin Talukder

Dr. Jessica Fanzo

Mr. Sergio Teixera

Mrs. Ellen Piwoz (moderator)
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PANELISTS?


